strATEGIC (7)) PLaN

Acknowledging Contributions

&




STRATEGIC () PLAN

“Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor Is no
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Contributions come in many
forms...

Sharing our Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure that are
on loan to us from God back to the church.
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Time Examples
Planning/Meeting/Evaluating/Reporting
Listening/Visiting/Caring/Sharing
Being genuinely present
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Talent Examples
Singing/Chanting/Reading/Praying
Teaching/Mentoring/Counseling
Cooking/Sewing/Handiwork
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Treasure or Alms Giving
Examples

* Monetary donations
* Food Bank donations
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“... fasting, vigils, prayer, psalmody, acts of charity and
hospitality are by nature good. But when performed for
the sake of self-esteem they are not good. In
everything we do, God searches out our purpose to see
whether we do it for Him or for some other motive

. . .quite clearly He bestows blessings only when
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Acknowledsg_ing Contributions
IS important for...

* Communication and Connection
* Building community
* Developing authentic humilit




Acknowledging Contributions
Is NOT About...

* Bragging
* Focusing on treasure




Remember the Widow's

te
* Acknowledge all contributions

big and small equally.

* She was all in— | I\
it is not what we do or give but what we do in relation
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Acknowledging Contributions Activity

In small groups, take a moment to discuss Avenues for
Acknowledging Contributions
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Avenues for Acknowledging
Contributions

)
INnform | Public
al *Private

*Public
*Private
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Informal Avenues Pros and Cons

Informal Avenues Pros:
* May be spontaneous
* May be initiated by anyone in parish
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Formal Avenues Pros and Cons

Formal Avenues Pros:
* Should be well thought out
* Consistent Approach
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Private vs Public Acknowledgement

This i1s a challenge to balance a desire for consistency and the personality
of the person you wish to Acknowledge

Publicly
* Focus on good work not focus on individuals
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Avenues for Acknowledging
Contributions

* Thank you notes

* Social media for (flicker photo share account, YouTube video
channel, blog, electronic newsletter, twitter for Q and A, etc.)

* Website and emails
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Avenues for obtaining information about
Contributions

* Social media for (flicker photo share account, YouTube video
channel, blog, electronic newsletter, twitter for Q and A, etc.)

* Open meetings, General Assemblies, Community Listening
Sessions and Coffee Hour Activities
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Challenges with Acknowledging
Contributions
* [ssues of humility or pride----vision of how to

* Including everyone and all contributions of
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Guard Against Living Works

Becoming Dead Works

* Living works “deeds which are both good in
themselves and done for a good purpose: to glorify
God.”

* Dead works are both works which are inherently evil
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Images...

https://ehive.com/account/4366/object/153620/icon

ul_ the apostle



https://ehive.com/account/4366/object/153620/icon_%5Bicon_depicting_st_paul_the_apostle
https://ehive.com/account/4366/object/153620/icon_%5Bicon_depicting_st_paul_the_apostle
http://www.stmaryofegypt.com/node/64
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