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Igniting  the  Flame  of  a                                      

Culture  of  True  Stewardship

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Metropolis  of  Atlanta  Strategic  Plan  Goal  9.1

ñFor  everyone  to  whom  much  is  given,  from  him  much  will  be  required.ò             
Luke  12:48 
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Part  1

WHY   Are  
You   Here ? 



ñThat  the  end  of  
our  lives  may  be  

Christian,  
without  pain,  
blameless  and  

peaceful,   

and  for  a   

GOOD  ACCOUNT  
BEFORE  THE  

AWESOME  
JUDGMENT  

SEAT  OF  
CHRISTò



Todayôs  Life  Changing  Idea

INY  IG



Todayôs  Life  Changing  Idea

Itõs
Not

Yours,

Itõs
Godõs



INY  IG
Todayôs  Life  Changing  Idea

ñYou  received  without  paying,  give  

without  pay.ò           Matthew 10:8



Culture  of  True  Stewardship

SÀewardshipé

éwhat  you  do  with  ALL
the  gifts  God  gave  you



What  Are  The  Biggest  
STEWARDSHIP  Challenges

Your  Parish Faces?



Todayôs  Most  
PROFOUND 

Thought



The  one  comprehensive  
solution  to  many  of  your  

challenges  is: 

ENGAGEMENT



Christôs  Great  
Commandment

Christôs  Great  
Commission

Christôs  Messages  of  
Engagement

ñThat  you  love  
one  another;
as  I  have  
loved  youò

John  13:34 -35

ñGo  therefore  
and  make 
disciples  of  all  
the  nationsò

Matthew  28: 18 -20



Todayôs  2nd Most  
PROFOUND 

Thought



To 

ENGAGE

you  must 

CHANGE



What  Is  The  Biggest  
Challenge  Facing  

Your  Parish?

ÅEntropy

ÅEverything  in  the  universe  
eventually  moves  from  order  to  
disorder  ( entropy measures  that  
change)

ÅIf  you  donôt  make  positive  changes  
you  will get  negative  changes



ñLeaders  of  a  Church  
will  either  be  risk  

takers,  caretakers  or  
undertakers.ò

Pastor 
Rick 
Warren



ñYou  must  be  the  
change  you  wish  to  
see  in  the  world.ò

Mahatma  
Gandhi



Part  2

Letôs  open  our  minds  and  
have  some  fun  and  get  our  
creative  juices  flowingé



How  Is  Our World  Changing?





We  are  living  in  exponential  timesé

é the  speed  of  change  is  
unimaginable  and  accelerating 

¹The following is based on the pioneering YouTube video ñDid You Know?ò (with certain updated statistics).
Did You Know? is licensed by Karl Fisch, Scott McLeod, and  XPLANE under a  Creative Commons Attribution Non-

Commercial Share-Alike license. You are free to copy, distribute, remix and transmit the presentation as long as you give 

proper attribution to the original creators and share the resulting work under the same license. You may not use Did You 

Know? for commercial purposes without permission from the creators. (Selected statistics have been updated, as much as 

reasonably possible, from available sources.) 



Years  it  took  to  reach  50 million  users:

Telephone ð75  years

Radio ð 38  years

TV ð 13  years

Internet ð 4  years 

Google Plus ð 88  days

Angry  Birds ð35 days



Modern  Smart  phones  have  much  more  
computing  power  when  compared  to  
Apollo  mission  computers  that   NASA  
used  to  go  to  the  moon  in  the  1960s.



We  are  living  in  exponential  timesé 



More  video  content  
was  uploaded  to             
in  the  last  2  monthsé

Then  the  amount  of  content  that  
would  be  aired  if  all  three  major  

networks  broadcast  content 

24  hours  per  day  
for  62  years



It  now  has  over  1.79  Billion
active  monthly  users. 

Facebook  started  about  13+  
years  ago  in  October  2003.

It  is has  over  1.18  Billion
active  daily users. 



. . .it  would  be  the  
2nd  largest  country  

in  the  world

If  Facebook  were  a  country . . .

. . . behind  only  China.

Slightly larger than  
India  and  5.5  times  
bigger  than  the  U.S.



We  are  living  in  exponential  timesé 



There  are  over  5.4 
BILLION Google  internet  

searches  per  DAY

(2 TRILLION  per  year) 



(Before Google)

To whom were those 
questions directed B.G.?



Email  Facts  

2.76  Billion  email  users  worldwide

225  Billion  daily  worldwide  emails

1 Billion+  Gmail accounts  globally

61%  of  all  email  is  treated  as  SPAM



We  are  living  in  exponential  timesé 



In  2014  in  the  U.S.  alone
there  were  an  estimated  

8.5  BILLION text  messagesé  

é PER  DAY    



~ 80%  of  American  
adults  text.  

~ Text  messages  have  a  
99% open  rate  versus  
only  20% for  email.

~ 90%  of  all  text  
messages  are  read  in  
under  3  minutes.



1  out  of  8 couples  married  in  
the U.S.  in  2005 . . .

. . .met  online

By  2013,  1  out  of  3 
couples  in  the  U.S.  

met  online



We  are  living  in  exponential  timesé

So  what  does  all  this  mean  for  
your  Parish  and  parishioners?



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

ñIf  the  rate  of  change  on  the   outside  
exceeds  the  rate  of  change  on  the  inside,    

the  end  is  near.ò

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

ñChange  before  you  have  to.ò

Jack  Welch
Chairman & CEO  - General  Electric


